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Copies of Two MEMORIALS to the Treasury, from the Linen Merchants of 
Dublin ; concerning the Linen Laws and Bounties. 
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To the Right Honourable and Honourable The Lords 
of His Majesty’s Treasury. 

The MEMORIAL of the undersigned Factors, Manufacturers, and others 
engaged in the Linen Trade. 

Sheweth, 

T HAT there are certain regulations in the Linen Trade of Ireland which, though 
formerly may have been useful, yet under the existing circumstances of the 
trade are at present highly detrimental, especially in the snle~of Y«rn-?*— -That in 
consequence, the manufactures of Ireland are not placed on equal terms with the 
rest of the United Kingdom, which your Memorialists conceive is contrary to 
the spirit of the Act of Union ; — That the coarse Linen Trade of Ireland is in 
consequence on the decrease, while that of Great Britain is on the increase, (not- 
withstanding that wages are lower in Ireland than in Great Britain;) your 
Memorialists therefore pray your Lordships will direct the Lords of the Privy 
Council for Trade to cause an inquiry to be instituted into the laws regulating the 
Linen Trade of Ireland, with a view of proposing to Parliament some measure, if 
expedient, and more especially that an inquiry may be instituted as to the regulations 
touching foreign and millspun yarn ; and whether, and to what extent, the alterations 
which have been recently made in the laws of Great Britain can with advantage be 
extended to Ireland. 

Your Memorialists hope they may not be understood in the slightest degree as 
casting any reflection on the Honourable Linen Board, or their respective officers ; 
on the contrary, they feel that the grants which are given to the Linen Board from 
year to year, and the bounties, premiums and encouragement w hich they are thereby 
enabled to give to the Linen Trade, are highly useful. 

(signed) 

Nolan & Taaffe, 

Johnston & Boyle, 

Alexander & Garratts, 

Gardiner, Cusack & Co 
Clark & Smyth, 

James Nicholson, 

John M ‘Mullen, 



51. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Mills & Chambers, Chambers, Todd 8c C 0 . 

Biggs, Jameson & Co. William Knox, 

James Twigg, Charles Knox. 

Shaw & Carroll, Richardson & Clerk, 

James & George Brady, Frederick C. Ferguson & Co. 
John Leckey, 

Alexander Maguire, 





MEMORIALS RELATING TO 



- 2 .— 



SIR, 



Dublin, 10th Sept. 1824. 



IN reply to the Letter which you have been pleased to address to the Merchants 
and others engaged in the Linen Trade here, by commands of the Lords of the 
Treasury, under date the 7th August last, requiring explanation upon the subject 
of the Memorial recently presented to their Lordships, relative to the inconveni- 
ences to which the Linen Trade is exposed, in consequence of certain existing 
laws and regulations ; — We beg leave to lay before their Lordships the following 
Particulars : 



By the existing law all foreign undressed flax is admitted- into Great Britain 
and Ireland at the low duty of 5 d. the hundred weight, and foreign linen yarn at 
a duty of 1 s. per cwt. ; whilst foreign dressed flax remains subject to a prohibitory 
duty of 10/. 1 6 s. 8 d. per cwt. ; considerable advantages to the Linen Trade of 
Ireland would, in our opinion, result, if foreign dressed flax could be imported at a 
rate of duty similar to that upon undressed flax, it being in some instances superior 
to Irish dressed flax ; the competition alone which would thereby be created on the 
part of the Irish flax dresser would, we doubt not, be in the highest degree favorable 
to the interests and to the improvement of the Linen Trade. 

With respect to the regulations affecting the importation of foreign linen yarn, it 
appears evidently the intention of the legislature that it should be freely im- 
ported into Ireland, as well as into Great Britain, at the low duty of 1 s. per 
cwt. but in consequence of existing local regulations, whereby all linen yarn ex- 
posed for sale in Ireland must be reeled, or wound in certain prescribed forms and 
lengths, to which foreign linen yarn does not conform, such foreign linen yarn is 
liable, upon importation into Ireland, to be seized and confiscated. We have found, 
uuqii inquiry, that forciim linen yarn has hep.n mi-p.cp.nt instances as mudl as twentv- 
nve per cent cheaper than Irish linen yarn, and whilst the British linen manu- 
facturer has been enabled to import and convert it into linen cloth to very great 
advantage, and with great profit, the Irish manufacturer has been wholly excluded 
from this trade, and a large portion of our necessitous population consequently 
deprived of a very extensive source of employment in weaving. The official returns 
of the bounties paid upon the exportation of linen cloth, clearly show that the 
British manufacturers export coarse linens to a far greater extent than the Irish 
manufacturers, a fact which we conceive clearly shows the disadvantage Ireland 
labours under in this respect. The regulations to which we allude equally prevent 
the importation into Ireland of British mill spun yarn, that article not being gene- 
rally made up according to the forms required by the Irish regulations. We beg 
leave to state, that there ure numerous statutory regulations with respect to the 
importing and branding of flax-seed, the reeling and winding of linen yarn, the 
sealing, folding, and lapping of both brown and white linens, and the nature and 
extent of the duties now discharged by the Inspectors appointed in the various 
linen markets under the authority of the Linen Board, which many individuals 
engaged in the trade consider as generally useless, and in many instances as both 
vexatious and injurious ; but as considerable diversity of opinion prevails upon 
these subjects amongst the persons engaged in the trade, we do not feel ourselves 
at liberty to offer to their Lordships any opinion upon the subject, or which could 
be considered by theni as the sentiments of the trade at large. With respect, how- 
ever, to the importation of foreign dressed flax, and the mischievous tendency of the 
local regulations whioh prevent the importation of foreign and British linen yarn, we 
beg leave to state, that the opinion of the trade, as far as we have an opportunity of 
obtaining an accurate knowledge of it, is unanimous and unequivocal. 

It may, perhaps, not be irrelevant to refer in this place, to petitions presented 
during the two last Sessions of Parliament, from the Linen Trade of Dublin, praying 
for the imposition of a duty upon foreign linen yarn, equivalent to, or countervail- 
ing the bounty paid upon the exportation of the same linen varn when converted into 
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THE LINEN BOARD (IRELAND.) 

cloth ; although the sentiments of a large body of the trade remain unchanged with 
respect to that subject, still, as the legislature seems to have decided that no such duty 
shall be imposed, we trust it will appear to their Lordships the more necessary on 
that account, that Ireland should be placed (as to the importation of foreign linen 
yarn) precisely upon the same footing as Great Britain, and allowed a full participation 
in the advantages which the latter country has reaped from this branch of its trade, 
and which can only be done by a repeal or suspension of those local regulations, 
to the operation of which, with respect to foreign linen yarn, we have already 
alluded. 

We have the honour to be, 

&c. &c. 

(signed) 

Beggs, Jameson & Co, Alexander & Garratts, John & William Coulson, 

W' if Ham Darkness & Co. James M. Christie, Shaw & Carroll, 

Chambers, Todd & Co. Richardson & Clarke, Arthur Sproul, 

Johnston & Boyle, James & George Brady, John Knox, 

Mills & Chambers, Gardener, Cusack & Co. Alexander Maguire. 

Nolan & Taafte, John M'Mullen. 



To 

J. C. Herries, Esquire, M. P. 
&c. &c. & c. 
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